
                                                            
 

PA Human Rights Movement:             

“Bir Duino Kyrgyzstan” 

International Documentary Film 

Festival "Bir Duino Kyrgyzstan 2019" 

Out. №17, 27 April 2020                                                                                                                                  Bishkek s. 

 

To: the President of the Kyrgyz Republic 

Mr. S.Sh. Jeenbekov 
 

From: the Human Rights Movement “Bir Duino-Kyrgyzstan” 

Re: Key issues of observance of human rights and freedoms  

during and after the pandemic in the Kyrgyz Republic 

 

Public Message 

Dear Mr. President of the Kyrgyz Republic Sooronbai Sharipovich, 

You are aware about the civic will and civic initiatives that we voiced and proposed to you at a 

meeting in July 2018. Activists and leaders of NGOs have confirmed their willingness to support 

your initiatives and efforts to reform the judicial system, law enforcement agencies and develop 

an effective and open government for joint cooperation platforms on a parity basis.12 

During the meeting, we emphasized, that “civil society has a deep understanding of the 

challenges associated with the difficult legacy of past regimes, it believes you and is ready to 

help you, as a new Leader, offering its equal partnership and participation to solve socially 

significant and systemic problems of the society.” 

We continue to support the initiatives of the new government that are useful for people and the 

country, as well as efforts to successfully overcome the pandemic crisis and together develop a 

decent future for all citizens of the Kyrgyz Republic, without discrimination and violence.  

On 20 March 2020 we addressed the Prime Minister of the Kyrgyz Republic, Mr. M. Abylgaziev, 

regarding the importance of reducing the prison population in the country and releasing prisoners 

with special needs, following the principles of Nelson Mandela (seriously ill people, women, 

people with disabilities, elderly people over 65 and victims of torture and injustice, deprived of 

fair justice from previous regimes). To prevent the spread of coronavirus in the Kyrgyz prison 

system, Bir Duino and its partners provided technical assistance to the most vulnerable colonies, 

colony for women and adolescents, investigation detention facility No. 1 and to prisoners with 

special needs of the State Penitentiary Service of the KR.  

On 13 and 14 April, together with the staff of the Ombudsman Institution, we visited the 

orphanages, boarding schools and neuropsychiatric institutions for children and adults, which are 

located in the Chui oblast to identify their needs and requirements during the pandemic. Based on 

the results of the joint mission, our report was sent by the Ombudsman of the Kyrgyz Republic, 

Mr. T. Mamytov to the Deputy Prime Minister, Ms. A. Ismailova. The team of Bir Duino attracted 
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the attention and help of volunteer charitable organizations. Lawyers and psychologists continue 

to provide on-line consultations to citizens in Osh and Bishkek.  

We continue to conduct on-line consultations with leaders and activists of seven regions living in 

risk zones, such as places with uranium burial sites. Maili Suu is among the 10 most dangerous 

places in the world. The problems of dumps, landfills, mortality of workers in the mining industry, 

earthquakes are also issues of great concern to us during and after the pandemic.3 

Unfortunately, the human rights situation in the Kyrgyz Republic during the pandemic gets worse. 

The facts of growth of domestic violence, teenage suicide, the use of violent measures by law 

enforcement agencies against bloggers for expressing their opinions on social networks, illegal 

detention of girls and placing them in IDF (SIZO)-1 show how important the security sector 

reforms are. Those facts demonstrate how important it is to start reforms today, as modern risks 

should not turn into disasters and calamities in the country. The ban on activities of  of monitoring 

groups of the NCPT of the KR and the institution of the Ombudsman in closed institutions of the 

KR during the pandemic has aggravated the human rights situation in closed institutions. The 

restriction of the freedom of movement of lawyers has deprived vulnerable citizens of timely 

protection.  

As a full-fledged member of the UN, Kyrgyzstan is obliged to observe human rights and freedoms 

in times of crisis and to prepare an Action Plan for the post-pandemic period with the wide 

participation of representatives of civil society (business, NGOs, media and leaders of LSG 

communities), taking into account the lessons of COVID 2019. Many countries have followed the 

recommendation of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights to reduce the number of  

inmates in prisons. Michelle Bachelet has warned that crowding of inmates in prison cells could 

be disastrous due to the spread of COVID-19. In Iran, for example, about 100 thousand people 

were released, at least temporarily, which is forty percent of all prisoners. Indonesia decided to 

give freedom to 30 thousand prisoners serving sentences for minor violations, including drug use. 

According to some reports, the Turkish authorities intend to follow this example. Other countries 

followed the recommendations, in particular, announcing the release of people at risk: pregnant 

women, people with disabilities, the elderly, prisoners with chronic diseases and minors. The 

amnesty may include those who are serving their last years of imprisonment, as well as people 

who do not pose a particular danger to society.4 

On 23 April 2020, the Supreme Court of Azerbaijan dismissed all criminal charges against Mr. 

Rasul Jafarov, the human rights lawyer and head of the FIDH affiliate Human Rights Club, as 

well as opposition politician Ilgar Mammadov, having reversed their convictions by local courts, 

which were subsequently confirmed by higher courts. The Supreme Court further ruled that the 

Azerbaijani government should pay compensation to Mr. Jafarov in the amount of 57,400 manat 

(approximately 30,600 euro) for his illegal and arbitrary detention.5 

 

We believe that for humanitarian reasons you can refuse the legacy of the previous regimes and 

grant amnesty during this holy time of Ramadan to prisoners with special needs, guided by the 

principles of Nelson Mandela. Kyrgyzstan should demonstrate political will and commitment to 

the universal values of human rights and freedoms, actually demonstrate the universality of human 
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rights and freedoms and the fact that they do work in our country, although we are far from 

developed and successful countries. 

We should be together to overcome the challenges, to learn our lessons to effect positive changes 

for sustainable development. We should equip ourselves with the Disaster Prevention Plans so that 

our country wouldn’t become a victim facing the challenges of the past and future.  

External migrants are coming back, it is important to engage them and use their experience and 

initiatives now, in the Year of Development of Regions for the development of communities, 

villages and successful rural tourism, the development of medium and small businesses to prepare 

a food program for the future. For development of comprehensive and effective high-quality 

education of citizens using new ideas and initiatives for change, the key role should be played by 

the mass media, TV and radio, providing programs for development and choice for the 

implementation of civic initiatives. 

The world has been updated, we are pleased to see the positive changes. We support you and will 

be together for further innovative and successful reforms, business development, tourism and 

regional development. All good things begin with communities and regions. We are grateful to 

you for declaring 2020 the Year of Development of the Regions of the KR. 

We believe that all our actions under your Leadership will be in the format of the COVID-19 

Guidance: 

“COVID-19 is a test of societies, of governments, of communities and of individuals. It is a time 

for solidarity and cooperation to tackle the virus, and to mitigate the effects, often unintended, of 

measures designed to halt the spread of COVID-19. Respect for human rights across the 

spectrum, including economic, social, and cultural rights, and civil and political rights, will be 

fundamental to the success of the public health response and recovery from the pandemic.”6 

In conclusion, we, together with partners and officials at various levels, are preparing a National 

Voluntary Report on the SDGs. As you have been informed, our experts, together with partner 

CSOs, accompanied official delegations with national reports to the UN Committee against Racial 

Discrimination (2017-2018), Universal Periodic Review (January 2020). The preparation and 

protection of the National Voluntary Report will be successful thanks to partnership and 

cooperation with the Working Group of the Government of the Kyrgyz Republic and CSOs. 

We are looking forward to positive changes, thanks to your political will and commitment to 

universal human values and the universality of human rights and freedoms! 

 

With regards and best wishes, 

Chairman of the HRM “Bir Duio-Kyrgyzstan” 

 

Tolekan Ismailova 
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